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MEMORANDUM FOR AMBASSADOR CQT.T.T)ag v 
Subjects Troops of Trinh Minh The 


1# In following through on the report from French Hq through Col* 
Evans just before noon today, I finally arranged a meeting with 
General The at 1700 hours today* I’m embarrassed, because I had 
insisted on seeing him as soon as possible, an! this was the earliest 
time he could give me* He couldn’t see me earlier because he was 
moving approximately 1300 troops into position along the Binh Xuyen 
flank and left the firefight long enough to see me this evening* When 
I heard where he came from, I insisted that he return to his troops 
immediately* 


2* General The has accepted responsibility for the east flank of 
the National forces across the canal south of the city. He must link 
vp with VNA regular forces to the West by early morning 4 May far the 
combined sweep south. When he left shortly before 1700, his troops had 
about 50 casualties, mostly from two Binh Xuyen strangpoints which 
are protected by the sir armored vedettes of the Binh Xuyen "Navy". 

He is requesting artillery support to take care of this naval effort. 

3* General The showed me his troop dispositions, along the northerly 
bank of the Canal de Derivation where it joins 'the Saigon River and 
south of the canal for about two kilometers along the road to Nha Be, 
well past the village of Tan Thuan Dong. 


4* He stated that the six vedettes are gibing him the most -trouble 
since they prevent his taking Binh Xuyen blockhouses along the 
southern bank of the Canal de Derivation. He also said that his last 
troop convoy (in VNA trucks) was fired upon by French farces on the 
island of Khanh Hoi (warehouse, oil storage area). I told General The 
this was probably done because his troops were too close to French 
installations, particularly the oil storage. He said the vedettes 
prevented his troops crossing the bridge south and they were forced tp 
take positions on the northerly bank. 

5 . It is requested specifically that the above infora^ation not be 
passed to other than U«S. official personnel for 12 hours. 


6, Meanwhile , I am checking Communist backgrounds of the Revolutionary 
Committee. French G-2 has only a philosophical assumption in this 
matter, so far. I have asked far evaluated facts from them, since they 
assured me on 1 May that this was a fact. I am also checking ip ny own 
yay, and have promised to share results with the French if they came 
up with anything that looks like an evaluated intelligence report. 


Copies* General O’Daniel 
Colonel Evans 

DECLASSIFIED 

SlsfrrQ &££££ 



EDWARD G LANSDALE 
Colonel U5AF 
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